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Eclusive Inves iga�ve Report –  

Eritrean News Agency -ELF 

Asmara,	Eritrea	– 

Amid rising tensions in the Red Sea 

and increasingly fluid regional allianc-

es, the Eritrean News Agency (ENA) 

has uncovered a growing body of evi-

dence sugges ng that the government 

of President Isaias Afwerki may be re-

viving covert  es with the Houthi 

movement in Yemen. This poten al 

shi) in policy recalls the pre-2015 rela-

 onship between the two actors — 

marked by mutual clandes ne inter-

ests — before Eritrea’s pivot toward 

the Saudi-Emira  coali on during Op-

era on Decisive Storm. 

Renewed	Suspicions in a Shifting 

Geopolitical	Landscape	

Diploma c observers and regional ana-

lysts have noted a series of subtle but 

significant developments poin ng to a 

"silent re-engagement" between As-

mara and Sana’a. These include in-

creased military ac vity near the Assab 

port, visits by uniden fied delega ons 

to the Dankalia region, and elevated 

mari me traffic at Eritrean ports be-

yond interna onal oversight. 

A	History	of	Strategic	Shifts	

Prior to 2015, Eritrea was widely sus-

pected of facilita ng arms transfers 

and offering sanctuary to Houthi ele-

ments in exchange for indirect poli cal 

backing. The alliance was disrupted 

when Asmara realigned with the UAE, 

gran ng access to the Assab base — 

which soon became a logis cal hub for 

Gulf opera ons in Yemen. In return, 

Eritrea received poli cal legi macy 

and much-needed financial support. 

However, this partnership soured in 

recent years, culmina ng in a quiet 

Emira  exit around 2020, with opera-

 ons reportedly shi)ing to a new base 

near the Libyan-Egyp an border. 

A	New	Realignment?	The	Iran-

Houthi	Axis	Reconsidered 

Recent developments suggest that Eri-

trea may now be reopening its doors 

to Iranian and Houthi influence. Re-

ports of Houthi-linked trade visits, lo-

gis cal movements through Asmara 

Interna onal Airport, and suspected 

IRGC-related ac vity all point toward a 

poten al recalibra on in Eritrea’s ex-

ternal rela ons — one that could see 

Asmara rejoining an axis opposed to 

the Gulf coali on. 

Such a shi) may serve mul ple objec-

 ves: gaining strategic leverage, secur-

ing new financial pipelines, or simply 

preserving regime survival through 

diversified alliances. 

Implications	for	Eritrea’s	Opposi-

tion:	A	

Shrink-

ing	Civic	

Space	

These 

develop-

ments 

raise seri-

ous con-

cerns for Eritrean opposi on move-

ments, par cularly those in exile. A 

renewed alliance between the Afwerki 

regime and Tehran/Sana’a could en-

hance the regime’s intelligence capa-

bili es, constraining dissent and ex-

panding transna onal repression. 

There is also the risk of opposi on 

groups being falsely painted as foreign-

aligned actors, undermining their cred-

ibility and subjec ng them to coordi-

nated defama on campaigns — both 

online and on the ground. 

Conclusion:	Calculated	Maneuver	

or	Strategic	Overreach?	

While no official statements or agree-

ments confirm a renewed Eritrea-

Houthi alliance, the cumula ve evi-

dence suggests that the possibility is 

real — and growing. As a country that 

thrives on geopoli cal ambiguity, Eri-

trea con nues to punch above its 

weight in the Red Sea theater. Yet, the 

ques on lingers: how long can this bal-

ancing act last before it destabilizes 

the regime itself? 
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