o 3 & VD]

G T omA R oA B I A

. e et

0 opoemuem i oM,

R

A= 9/

- -
JERITRES % YEMEN

igative Report —
Agency -ELF
itrea -

ensions in the Red Sea

gly fluid regional allianc-
an News Agency (ENA)

2d a growing body of evi-
sting that the government
saias Afwerki may be re-
ties with the Houthi
Yemen. This potential
recalls the pre-2015 rela-
een the two actors —
utual clandestine inter-

e Eritrea’s pivot toward
irati coalition during Op-
ive Storm.

spicions in a Shifting
1 Landscape

pservers and regional ana-
ted a series of subtle but
velopments pointing to a
sagement" between As-
a’a. These include in-

ary activity near the Assab
unidentified delegations
lia region, and elevated

ic at Eritrean ports be-

@
| [
Adaibl

Eimr Meale

Ui dcwiear

G R e Wl

193 o4 5 15 J) 138 2aad) 4 5 el dguad ade) g ABLER) i W jhusy 4 e incad 65 4y A Y1 ¢

Eritrean News Agency (ENA) — ELF - Information Office

The Return of Quiet Flirtation:
Is the Afwerki Regime Reopening Channels with the Houthis?

yond international oversight.

A History of Strategic Shifts

Prior to 2015, Eritrea was widely sus-
pected of facilitating arms transfers
and offering sanctuary to Houthi ele-
ments in exchange for indirect political
backing. The alliance was disrupted
when Asmara realigned with the UAE,
granting access to the Assab base —
which soon became a logistical hub for
Gulf operations in Yemen. In return,
Eritrea received political legitimacy
and much-needed financial support.
However, this partnership soured in
recent years, culminating in a quiet
Emirati exit around 2020, with opera-
tions reportedly shifting to a new base
near the Libyan-Egyptian border.

A New Realignment? The Iran-
Houthi Axis Reconsidered

Recent developments suggest that Eri-
trea may now be reopening its doors
to Iranian and Houthi influence. Re-
ports of Houthi-linked trade visits, lo-
gistical movements through Asmara
International Airport, and suspected
IRGC-related activity all point toward a
potential recalibration in Eritrea’s ex-
ternal relations — one that could see
Asmara rejoining an axis opposed to
the Gulf coalition.

Such a shift may serve multiple objec-
tives: gaining strategic leverage, secur-
ing new financial pipelines, or simply
preserving regime survival through
diversified alliances.
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